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Proclamation

Regarding Leprosy Patients Being Forbidden to Enter China during the Beijing
Olympics
July 7, 2008

Japanese Leprosy Association

Upon the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the Beijing Organizing Committee for the
Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG) announced on June 2" the “Legal Guidelines
for Foreigners Entering China during the Beijing Olympic Period”. This included
descriptions of those affected by leprosy to be barred from entering the country during
the Olympic period. The Japanese Leprosy Association deeply regrets this decision, and
would like to ask BOCOG to withdraw this specific area (from the legislation

guidelines).

In the fundamental principle of the Olympic Charter adopted by the International
Olympics Committee in 2004, it is stipulated that “Any form of discrimination with
regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics, sex or otherwise is

incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement."

Although leprosy is a disease caused by the infection of Mycobacterium leprae,
the pathogenicity is extremely low, and even when affected, it is scientifically proven
and recognized worldwide that it can be cured with antibacterial drugs. Based on this
knowledge, Japan established “The law to repeal the Leprosy Prevention Law” in 1996,
and put an end to all restrictions against leprosy patients. To restrict the entry of leprosy
patients is not only poorly reasoned scientifically, but it can also result in encouraging

bias and discrimination based on false knowledge, which has been symbolic to leprosy.

This action to prohibit entry to leprosy patients is the result of poor scientific
reasoning, and it violates the basic human rights of leprosy patients, patients recovering
from leprosy, and the families of these patients. Furthermore, it misleads the public, and
holds the fear of creating new stigma and discrimination against persons affected with
leprosy. In the view of the above, we would like to faithfully ask to withdraw this

particular action.



